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difficult to say. But it is certain that they feel a
lingering doubt as to the efficacy of the white man's
religion and believe in playing safe by holding 'to the,
religion of their forefathers as well. In many places
they always carry images of their own gods with
them when they go to church, and the age-old cere-
monials and rites of their race are still kept up, al-
though nowadays they are held upon the Holy Days
of the Catholic Church.
Yet few of them have any clear idea of the religion
and the beliefs of the Incans, or possess real tradi-
tions of their past, and few of their caciques or chiefs
are of royal Inca blood. Here and there one finds an
individual or a family, even an entire village or com-
munity, claiming direct descent from the Incas, and
near Oruro in Bolivia the members of a small tribe
of Quichua stock call themselves Incas. Alsoy
throughout Peru and Bolivia, there are certain indi-
viduals and families with enormous hooked noses
commonly known as the "Inca nose" and whose pos-
sessors claim to be of royal blood. Unquestionably
there must be many hundreds, perhaps thousands of
these Indians in whose veins flows blood of the Incasy
and there are a few Indians who are well known to
be lineal descendants of Atahualpa or Huascar.
One of these is recognized as such by many of the
Bolivian tribes, another is employed in the Lima
Country Club, but as a rule the Indians recognize
no authority save that of their own caciques and the
national government officials.
Though the present-day Indians do not approach
the high quality of the textile and ceramic arts of
their ancestors, still their textiles excel those of all